
Dear colleagues, 
  
Welcome to the SIFE Australia Newsletter – our first for 2011! 
 
As we start the new year I would like to take some time to reflect on 2010. 
  
In February we celebrated our 10th anniversary of SIFE in Australia. From a small 
beginning with only 4 universities involved, we have grown into one of the most     
successful operations in the SIFE world in terms of university participation. 
  
Another major milestone in 2010 was the appointment of Leonie Hunt as our Partner 
Relationship Manager in March. During her time with us she has ensured that all our 
current partners have remained strongly engaged, and is constantly seeking ways to 
improve and grow our relationships. 
  
In July we held our 10th National Competition and Conference in which 29 teams 
competed, with an overall attendance of over 500 people including teams, judges, 
partners, and university staff – our most successful Conference to date. The          
University of Western Australia was selected as our winning team for the third      
successive year. 
  

The team from Western Australia competed very successfully in the SIFE World Cup 
in Anaheim, USA in October where they reached the semi finals but unfortunately did 
not make a place in the Final Round. The Australian contingent was the largest ever, 
totalling 47. It included 20 students from 8 universities together with the 11 members 
of the UWA team, and SIFE staff and families. 

  

We sadly marked the passing of Jack Shewmaker, a legendary SIFE patron and   
supporter who was responsible for introducing Australian business to the SIFE      
program and always took a keen interest in our activities. 

  

Lastly, on 31 December, 2010 John Thornton retired as CEO and Country Leader. 
John was a great contributor to SIFE’s continued growth and success, and has left a 
great legacy. We wish him and Jan health and happiness in their retirement. He will 
be replaced in the interim by Judy Howard, who has served on the Board since 2001. 

  

I am very pleased to say that despite a challenging year in terms of the GFC, we 
have continued to maintain our momentum, and our prospects continue to be very 
positive. I look forward to our continued achievements in 2011.   

  

I would like to thank our partners, the SIFE team, the University of South Australia 
project team, the Board, our Business Advisory Board members, and all our         
participating universities including the Regional Coordinators, Faculty Advisors and 
students for their work and support in 2010 and we look forward to building a 
stronger, healthier, continuing relationship in 2011. 
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 
 

Mark G. Smith FAMI CPM MAICD 
Chairman, SIFE Australia Ltd. 
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***********************
To all our SIFE Family and 
friends in Queensland and 
Victoria, we wish to extend 
our heartfelt thoughts and 
hopes for a speedy        
r e c o v e r y f r o m  t h e           
devastation caused by the  
recent floods.                  
*********************** 



Retirement of SIFE Australia CEO 
 
 
John Thornton retired as CEO and Country Leader of Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE) Australia on                 
31 December 2010. John has led SIFE Australia since July 2001, and during that time with the assistance 
of the SIFE Board, was responsible for a number of highly successful and important initiatives including: 
 

· Introducing the SIFE program into all Australian universities 
· Setting up a management infrastructure to support and sustain the program whose mission is 

to benefit communities by providing them with business advice and service which assists those 
communities and individuals in achieving economic independence 

· Gaining the support and partnership of many of Australia’s blue chip companies, as well as a 
range of other organizations and individuals in sponsoring the students’ projects and promoting 
mutually beneficial relationships between universities, government and business in Australia 

· Conducting a successful annual National Conference, including individual seminars and a    
competition for student teams, one of which is chosen by senior business leaders to represent 
Australia amongst 40 other countries at the SIFE World Cup competition 

· Contributing to the Australian team from Curtin University winning the World Cup Competition 
in    Barcelona in 2004 

· Obtaining a $1.9 million, 3 year grant from the Department of Education, Employment and 
Workplace Relations payable to 39 of Australia’s universities under the Diversity and Structural 
Adjustment Fund for Student Employability Skills and Community Service to “increase         
university engagement with SIFE Australia” 

· Consistently ensuring that SIFE Australia is ranked with the best performing SIFE                 
organizations throughout the world 

 
SIFE Australia and its Board of Directors congratulate John on his achievements and thank him for his 
contribution to the advancement of community service and university, government and business         
partnerships in Australia. 
 
We wish him and his wife Jan health and happiness in their retirement and appreciate their continuing 
interest in the SIFE program in Australia and internationally. 
 
Judy Howard who has been a member of the Board of SIFE Australia since its introduction into Australia 
in 2000 will take over as interim Country Leader and CEO on1st January, 2011 until such time as a new 
appointment can be made. 
 
 
Mark Smith 
Chairman 
SIFE Australia 
FAMI CPM FAIM MAICD 

So Long, Farewell and Thank you 
� � � � � � �



Opening Round - League 8 
University of Western Australia—Australia  Finalist  
Moi University—Kenya 
Mälardalen University - Sweden  
Higher Institute of Beaux Arts Tunis - Tunisia  
Ryerson University—Canada    Finalist 
 
 
Semi Final Round -  League 1   
University of Mannheim - Germany    
University of Western Australia - Australia  
University of Management Studies, Accra - Ghana  
French University in Egypt (UFE) - Egypt     Finalist    
 
 
Final Round Results 
French University in Egypt (UFE) - Egypt   -  Champion  
University of Nottingham Ningbo, China     -  2nd Place 
Belmont University - United States            -  3rd Place 
Loyola College - India                                 -  4th Place 



Dr. Doina Olaru 
 
In October, the National Champion SIFE team at the 
University of Western Australia represented Australia 
at the SIFE World Cup for the third consecutive year. 
This saw the team travel over 15,000 km to         
Anaheim, Los Angeles to showcase their       
achievements over the past 12 months. The        
delegation from UWA led by president Catherine 
Mah, consisted of ten members including Hayden 
Teo, Jade Winterton, Calvin Coyles, Hannah Berdal, 
Holly   Ransom, Ajay Malhotra, Alex Tie, Oliver Yee, 
Lana Tian and Ricky Keung. For the majority of 
members, this was their first time travelling to the 
United States. The team was accompanied by the 
regional coordinator Donella Caspersz and the     
faculty advisor Doina Olaru, along with our SIFE 
country representatives and colleagues from other 
SIFE teams. 
 
After 20 hours in the air and as soon as the team 
landed, we attended a warm reception at the Consul 
General’s house in Los Angeles. Still jetlagged, we 
headed to our hotel rooms in Anaheim to settle in 
and do some light exploring. 
 
The next day was jam-packed with rehearsal after 
rehearsal and last-minute preparations for the big 
event. But on the morning of the World Cup we were 
all excused for a day of fun rides and activities at 
Disneyland and South Coast Plaza. 
 
First on the World Cup agenda was the Cultural Fair. 
The room was brimming with excitement as 39     
different countries shared the best aspects of their        
culture. Many teams wore traditional clothing, 
danced, and offered souvenirs and food. We donned           
flip-flops, rugby jerseys and surf gear, whilst          
introducing the other teams to Vegemite and Tim 
Tams. 
 
At the opening ceremony, we were blown away by 
the enthusiasm and spirit of the SIFE students from 
39 countries around the world. The room was filled 
with joy, streams of coloured light, loud music, and 
smiling people waving flags and cheering for their 
country. After we heard from some of the most       
inspirational leaders of SIFE International it was time 
to draw our leagues.  
 
 

 
 
As luck would have it, we had the first time slot and 
were up against Canada, Kenya, Sweden and      
Tunisia. We were very anxious about our             
competitors, particularly Canada, which has always 
been a strong team. After a wonderful presentation, 
it was a relief to find out that the team had             
progressed to the semi final round. However we 
were overwhelmed when we found ourselves      
competing against 2009 World Cup Winner Egypt, 
2009 World Cup Finalist Germany, and Ghana. 
Holly,  Calvin, Hannah, Ajay, and Catherine         
presented with the  utmost passion and pride, and as 
they walked off the stage we knew that the          
Australian delegation was happy and proud of a job 
well done. Although the team did not walk onto the 
stage in the final four teams, we enjoyed the         
appreciative comments from more than 60 judges in 
the first two rounds, which confirmed that Australia’s    
premier teams are among the best in the world.  We 
were also pleased with the 40 acrylic plaques casted 
with SIFE UWA name on it, and we took this as a 
positive sign forecasting good things happening for 
our country in the future. And, finally, we were      
delighted to relax and watch the SIFE teams from 
United States, China, India and Egypt present their 
projects. When it was announced, it was no surprise 
that the French University in Egypt won the SIFE 
World Cup 2010.  
 
Making it to the semi-finals has encouraged us to be 
bigger and better and to help more people through 
the positive power of business. Who knows what’s 
next, maybe one day we’ll win our own World Cup. 

 
 

University of Western Australia  
 

SIFE World Cup Experience  
Anaheim October 10-11, 2010 



By Jeremy Seward 
  
During the 2009-2010 SIFE year the Southern region 
had a number of successes. 
 
University of Tasmania entered a team for the first 
time since 2006. Their projects were true to the          
ideals of their university; that being local cultural   
integration and ‘greening’. We look forward to seeing 
the team in Sydney.. 
 
Australian Catholic University (Melbourne) formed, 
with the strong support and  encouragement of their 
senior university administrators, an ‘Australian 
Team’; one that represented their institutions in three 
states as one team. One of their projects, Bali Life       
Saving, will be further developed in coming months 
to a level where it can be adopted by both Australian 
and other countries’ life saving entities. 
 
La Trobe University brought a multi-campus team to 
the nationals for the second time with some success. 
Their key project of Let’s Can Hunger demonstrated 
the capabilities (and perils) of having a team       
structure that spread across some 1000 kilometres 
in distance but manageable by the effective use of                
telecommunication and centralized leadership. Next 
year it will be a stronger team with, l believe, projects 
that reflect better their individual campuses          
community needs but within a common ethos and 
set of cultural needs. 
 
Monash University’s team showed their increased 
strength at the nationals. Through planned enhance-
ments of linkages with their Faculty Advisors and 
BAB, Monash’s team and their projects will grow and 
produce improved outcomes. 

University of Melbourne again demonstrated both 
good SIFE team spirit (getting pipped at the post at 
the nationals for the second time in a row) and      
effective team succession planning. Their projects 
showed a strong community and cultural emphasis, 
and also team (and individual team member)        
development potential; a role model for many other 
SIFE teams to aspire to.  
 
Victoria University, under their new SIFE President, 
displayed sound SIFE projects. This is a  university 
team to watch for in coming years. 
 
 It was good to see the beginnings of a RMIT SIFE 
team when three potential members attended the 
national conference as observers. Two potential 
Faculty Advisors from Deakin University also       
attended the nationals. Hopefully there will be these 
two new teams at the Sydney nationals. 
 
The Southern Region is already well underway with 
the 2010� 2011 year having held team executive 
training in September and Faculty Advisors’ training 
in late November. General team training is planned 
for late March 2011 to help ensure strong teams 
across the region.. 
  
These past twelve months has been an enjoyment to 
see young teams develop into ‘more mature’ teams 
(mainly through their community projects) and ‘more 
mature’ teams secure very sustainable management 
and recruitment structures that will allow them to  
become a strong force to contend with’ in future 
years. 
  
See you all in Sydney in July 2011. 

Regional Coordinator—Southern Region � � � � � � �



Partner Update 
Leonie Hunt 
 
  
2010 has been a busy year since starting with SIFE 
in March.  It has been an exciting and a fantastic 
new learning curve for me familiarising and           
understanding what it is our current sponsors require 
from the program to support their Corporate Social 
Responsibility requirements and assisting with      
presentations to other interested parties.  
 
The 2010 National Conference gave me a better 
understanding of the program as well the experience 
of the 2010 SIFE World Cup in Anaheim. It was such 
an amazing atmosphere to be involved with and the 
exuberance and enthusiasm of the teams was      
unbelievable, it was hard not to get caught up in all 
the excitement. Watching the teams network with 
each other was another sight to see.  The students 
gain valuable knowledge and experience that they  
will take with them in to the corporate sector and in 
their personal lives.       

2011 will herald that the start of a new and exciting 
chapter for SIFE Australia and I for one am looking 
forward to the challenges it will bring and the new 
sponsorships we will forge.  

I hope that all our Partners had a happy and safe 
Christmas and I am looking forward to working with 
you all in 2011. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIFE Teams 
Program Manager 
 
 
For the 2009-2010 year more universities were     
engaged with the SIFE Program than previous years 
with 28 universities presenting at the National      
Conference. Along with that growth in number of        
universities from 20 to 28 there was also a growth in 
the funds raised by the teams. 
 
Following the National Conference in July this year 
SIFE teams have begun preparing themselves to 
conduct projects which work with a group of people 
in need to empower them to improve their standard 
of living and quality of life. Part of that preparation 
includes participation in training seminars within 
each of the regions and by the end of March 2011 
we anticipate that more than 28 universities will have 
attended at least one training sessions and will be 
preparing to take part in the 2011 National          
Conference. 
 
A SIFE team is not just the students who plan and 
conduct their projects but it also includes a           
Faculty Advisor and a Business Advisory Board and 
student members. Faculty Advisors can be anyone 
employed by a university and in Australia we have 
almost equal numbers of academic and professional 
staff acting as Faculty Advisors. The Business     
Advisory Boards (BABs) are made up of people from 
the university and business sectors with a number of 
SIFE partners serving on those boards. The BAB is 
a wonderful resource for a SIFE team as they      
provide business acumen and mentoring for the 
team. The students themselves never cease to 
amaze people with the wonderful projects they     
conduct and their outstanding leadership. 

 

 

The components of a SIFE Team 
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Partner and Program Update 



SIFE Australia Board of Directors 
 
Mark Smith   Manassen Foods    Chairman  
Judy Howard  SIFE Australia  Deputy Chairman / Interim CEO & Country Leader  
    
Jac Peters   Coca Cola Amatil 
Karl Rodrigues  CSIRO 
Indhira Charles  Dare to Lead 
Justin Miles   Fonterra 
Kate Epworth  HSBC 
Malcolm Ramsay   KMPG    Finance Director, Chair of Audit Committee 
Trent Duvall   KPMG    Director and Chair of Partnership Committee 
Karen Lonergan  Qantas 
Tim Hart   Sugar Australia 
Shane Power  MPD People 
Rebekah Earp  Woolworths 
Wendy Lenton  George Weston Foods 
Prof. Phillip Candy  University of Southern Queensland (USQ) 
John Thornton  Director 
 
Ex Offico   
Dr. Alvin Rohrs  President & CEO SIFE Inc 
Bruce Nasby  Executive VP Global SIFE Inc 
 
 

 
 
2011 National Championships  13 -  15 July, 2011  Venue:  Sydney Hilton  
 
 
More information will be provided in the coming months by the Event Committee. 
 
2011 SIFE World Cup  3 –5 October, 2011 Venue : Mandarin Oriental, Kuala Lumpur   
 
 
 
 

*** Important Dates to Remember *** 
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The board would like to take this opportunity to th ank each 
and every one of our sponsors for your generous sup port . 

 
We look forward to your continued support in 2011! 

SIFE PARTNERS 
� � � � � 
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