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Dear Colleagues 
  
Welcome to our October/November edition of the SIFE Newsletter. 
 
Since my last letter to you, we are continuing to develop new partnerships and      
business relationships which I am sure will serve to grow and strengthen our SIFE 
Australia Program, and I was pleased to host many of our current Board members 
and partners, as well as a number of other business colleagues at a cocktail function 
generously sponsored by KPMG.  
 
Our major event of the year, the SIFE Australia Conference and Championships were 
held from 13 to 15 July in Sydney and I am pleased to report that a total of 22         
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and faculty attended, and 107 judges were involved in judging the 3 rounds of       
competition. It was also pleasing to note that senior academics (including 2 Vice 
Chancellors) from 4 of the participating universities attended this year. 
 
My appreciation and thanks go to all who participated in the program as students, 
Faculty Advisors, Regional Coordinators, scrutineers, judges, league coordinators, 
workshop facilitators, organisers and volunteers for the great part they played in     
ensuring another successful event. You will have the opportunity to read more about 
the conference and competition in this newsletter. 
 
All the teams performed exceptionally well, and on behalf of the Board I would like to 
congratulate them on the wonderful work they continue to do in bettering the lives of 
others in our communities. 
 
On behalf of the Board of SIFE I would like to congratulate our National Champion 
team from The University of Melbourne for a fine performance representing Australia 
at the SIFE World Cup in Kuala Lumpur in October 2011. 
  
Yours Sincerely,  
  

  
   
 
 
 
 

Mark G. Smith  
FAMI CPM FAIM MAICD 
Chairman, SIFE Australia Ltd . 
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2011 National Champions � � � � � � �

By Anny Ma 
 
The University of Melbourne Students in Free Enterprise 
(SIFE) team has won the Qantas SIFE Australia      
Championship for 2011.  
 
Led by the team’s president Nish Vivekenanthan,          
51 University of Melbourne students travelled to Sydney. 
The competition saw 22 SIFE teams from around        
Australia come together to present their work to a panel 
of judges over two days.  
 
The team was represented by Jack Pead (B.Com),  
Lindsay Smelt (B.Com/BA), Saranee De Silva (B.Com), 
Jennifer Yuan (B.Com/BA) and Lizke Le Roux (B.Com). 
 
The team presented 5 projects at the competition, 2 of 
which have come an exceptionally long way since their 
inception in late 2010. In particular, walking tour project 
Street Stories is set to officially launch as part of the    
Melbourne Fringe Festival in September, with all profits 
going directly to breaking the cycle of homelessness in 
Victoria. The 3 existing projects, including Switched-On 
Enterprises, Think.Act.Green and Nexus Abroad, have 
also undergone considerable growth in the last year. 
 
The win marked the culmination of years of hard work 
and commitment.  
 
Professor Margaret Abernethy, Dean of the Faculty of 
Business and Economics at the University of Melbourne, 
congratulated the SIFE team. “We are delighted to see so 
many of our students involved in using the knowledge 
gained while studying at the University to drive social 
change.” 
 
SIFE’s impacts are wide and varied. Ms Brooke Young, 
who works with the team as their Faculty Advisor,       
commented “SIFE students aren’t frightened to take on 
big challenges – they are changing the world by making a 
difference in the community. It is great to see them take 
what they learn in the classroom and apply it to real    
situations.  
 
 

 
 
They are building strong partnerships between the      
university, business and community groups to leverage 
what each group can bring to solving the problem” 
 
The University of Melbourne team’s focus is on           
empowering people through innovative and sustainable 
means, rather than through mere charity. The aim is to 
inspire people to take action, filling the gaps in society.  
 
Whilst there is an element of competition, the national 
conference is above all a primary opportunity for students 
to share their concerns and ways of addressing issues 
such as environmental degradation, lack of community 
cohesion or homelessness.  
 
Each year, the team returns home inspired to further the 
vision of SIFE within the local and global community. 
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NC2011 CSIRO Workshop � � � � � � �

by Tom McGinness  
 
CSIRO is a sponsor of SIFE Australia and has          
participated in the SIFE National Championships for 
several  years.  
 
Following on from last year’s successful strategy      
directions workshop, this year we ran a workshop for 
50 students on commercialisation of research. 
 
Facilitated by CSIRO’s representative on the SIFE 
Board, Tom McGinness and with expert input and 
mentoring  from Karl Rodrigues,  David Kannar, Nick 
Marsh and Stephen Lynch from CSIRO                   
Commercial, the students worked in small groups on 
commercialisation challenges based on real CSIRO 
technologies, then presented their findings. 
 
The session was lively and the students really got     
involved in asking questions and trying out alternative 
scenarios. The feedback was very positive with       
comments including: 
 
“widened my perspective on more economic and     
commercial issues”  
 
“Great use of a collaborative creativity session” 
 
“Excellent fun being able to work together with         
people from different backgrounds and universities to 
tackle a task we knew nothing about” 

 
CSIRO sees enormous value in introducing tomorrow’s 
leaders to some of the challenges and opportunities in 
the innovation environment in Australia and, whether 
or not these students ever join our organisation or    
collaborate with us, we hope they will find this 
knowledge valuable throughout their working lives. 
 
CSIRO was also very proud to participate in the       
national championships judging with Tom and Karl 
joined by Jack Steele and Arno Schaaf in the challeng-
ing task of judging the many excellent projects from 
universities around Australia. 
 
CSIRO is proud to be associated with SIFE and we are 
all looking forward to next year and engaging once 
more with some of Australia’s most talented and    
committed students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
More information :  
CSIRO:  www.csiro.au 
Careers: www.csiro.au/people/Careers.html 
Vacation studentships: www.csiro.au/org/Vacation-
Scholarships.html   
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NC2011 Careers Workshop � � � � � � �

Wednesday 13th July, 2011 
 
Once again this year we offered a Careers Workshop to encourage students who are in their second last year of 
their degree program to discuss career tips and career opportunities with HR  representatives from three of our 
partner organisations.  
 
This year we covered the following four topics. 
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what screens you out”, which was conducted by Nick Duggan, Andy Mackereth from Coca Cola Amatil. 
 
“Conducting yourself at interview and how to highlight your SIFE skills”, presented by Sonja Ankucic  from CHEP 
Asia-Pacific. 
 
“Understanding and handling other selection methods eg preparing a paper or project prior to interview, assess-
ment centres etc”  and “Planning and Executing your Career Plan” presented by Wendy Lenton, and Vanessa  
Riley from George Weston Foods. 
 
Students were able to attend all 4 sessions on a rotational basis. 
 
Feedback from the students highlighted that they found the topics particularly relevant and informative and that 
they appreciated the opportunity to speak directly to, and ask questions of the presenters. Several also             
commented that they gained a better understanding of how their SIFE skills can enhance their employability     
prospects and their attraction for employers. 
 
The presenting partners also found it valuable to be able to interact with the students and understand their issues. 
 
As a follow up we will be adding career tips and articles of interest as an on-going feature of our revamped       
website. 
 
SIFE would like to offer our thanks and appreciation to our presenting partners for their participation in the  
workshop. 
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2011 SIFE WORLD CUP  � � � � � 	 �

by Judy Howard - Country Leader 
 
Sunday 2 October to Wednesday October 2011 
 
This year SIFE Worldwide held the largest World Cup ever hosted by SIFE Malaysia in Kuala Lumpur with 3000 
people attending over the period from Sunday 2 October to Wednesday 5 October. 
 
Australia sent its largest contingent to date with 77 people attending including 3 judges, one of whom was our 
Chairman Mark Smith who judged in the Final Round, and 2 alumni from Queensland who judged in the earlier 
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Queensland. Also attending were Faculty Advisors from The University of Melbourne, Curtin University and         
University of Wollongong and faculty people from The University of Melbourne and Edith Cowan University. Our 
Partnership Manager Leonie Hunt, our Program Manager Jennie Hayes, our RCs and business observers also 
participated. 
 
The Program was jam packed with Country Leader Working Group meetings on Sunday as well as our Aussie 
“Meet and Greet’ where we attended a rehearsal by the team from Melbourne, followed by a  dinner for Country 
staff. 
 
On Monday we attended Country Leader, Program Staff, and FA Meetings where we discussed the   latest SIFE 
strategy and best practices from countries around the world. The Cultural Fair where all our Australian group wore 
our green and gold T-shirts and handed out koalas, kangaroos, key rings, pens and pencils, Tim Tams and of 
course vegemite crackers, was again amazing. The day finished with the allocation of teams to the Opening 
Round Leagues and the parade of nations. 
 
On Tuesday, The University of Melbourne team, while they did not make it to the semi-final round acquitted   
themselves very well and received positive feedback from judges and other teams. 
 
Wednesday saw the semi-final rounds take place and two students from Melbourne University took part in the Top 
to Future Top Forum. This was followed by the Final Round where Germany, Puerto Rico, Guatemala and        
Zimbabwe presented to an international group of senior executives. Germany took out the Cup with a wonderful 
presentation of very powerful projects. After a moving tribute to the late Jack Shewmaker and video broadcast 
from the US Secretary of State Hilary Clinton, a dinner hosted by the Deputy Prime Minister of Malaysia rounded 
off a very successful few days. 
 
SIFE Australia would like to thank all the people of Malaysia who made the program and our stay there so         
enjoyable. 
 
We now look forward to the SIFE World Cup 2012 to be held in Washington from 30 September to 2 October. 
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2011 National Championships Results � � � � � 
 �

2011 Qantas National Champions 

THE UNIVERISTY OF MELBOURNE 

Runner Up  

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
2011 Finalists 
 
* AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

* BOND UNIVERSITY 

* THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW SOUTH WALES 

* THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE 

 
2011 Semi Finalists  
 
* GRIFFITH UNIVERSITY 

* UNIVERSITY OF NEW ENGLAND 

* THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN            
AUSTRALIA 

* MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY  

* BOND UNIVERSITY 

* AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

* THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE 

* THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW SOUTH WALES 

2011 Spirit of SIFE Award 
 
* FLINDERS UNIVERSITY 

* CURTIN UNIVERSITY 

* VICTORIA UNIVERSITY 

* CENTRAL QUEENSLAND UNIVERSITY 

Congratulations to the 2011 Spirit of SIFE Winners 

 

 

 



� � � � ������������
�
 
 
 
 
 
  
   
 
  

�
 

 

 

SIFE Australia Board of Directors 
 
Mark Smith       Chairman  
Malcolm Ramsay   KMPG    Deputy Chairman, Finance Director &   
        Chair of Audit Committee 
Judy Howard  SIFE Australia  Country Leader  
Jac Peters   Coca Cola Amatil 
Karl Rodrigues  CSIRO 
Tom McGuiness  CSIRO   (Alternate Director) 
Phillip Austin  CHEP  
Indhira Charles  Consultant 
Justin Miles   Fonterra Australia Pty Ltd 
Belle Morton   HSBC Bank Australia 
Philip Tapsall  HSBC Bank Australia  (Alternate Director) 
Trent Duvall   KPMG    Director and Chair of Partnership Committee 
Karen Lonergan  Qantas 
Tim Hart   Sugar Australia Pty Ltd 
Shane Power  MPD People 
Andrew Hall   Woolworths 
Wendy Lenton  George Weston Foods 
Prof. Phillip Candy  University of Southern Queensland (USQ) 
John Thornton  Director 
 
Ex Offico   
Dr. Alvin Rohrs  President & CEO SIFE Inc 
Bruce Nasby  Executive VP Global SIFE Inc 
 
 
 
 

 
2012 SIFE World Cup  30 September—2nd October    Venue : TBA, Washington, USA   
 
2012 National Championships  11-13 July, 2012    Venue: TBA, Melbourne 
 
 
 
 
 

*** Important Dates to Remember *** 
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CORPORATE PARTNERS � � � � � � �
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